button-fly noun
/ˈbʌt.ən.flaɪ/[image: image1.png]


/ˈbʌt ̬-/ [C]

Button-fly trousers or trousers with a button-fly, are trousers which fasten at the front with buttons.

fly-by-night adjective
/ˈflaɪ.baɪ.naɪt/ [before noun] informal disapproving
Fly-by-night companies or business people cannot be trusted because they are likely to get into debt and close down the business to avoid paying the debts or satisfying agreements

a fly-by-night operator/organization
fly-on-the-wall adjective
/ˌflaɪ.ɒn.ðəˈwɔːl/[image: image2.png]


/-ɑːn.ðəˈwɑːl/ [before noun] UK
describes a television programme in which the people involved behave normally, as if they are not being filmed

a fly-on-the-wall documentary
fly off the handle
to react in a very angry way to something that someone says or does

He's extremely irritable - he flies off the handle at the slightest thing.
fly on the wall
If you say that you would like to be a fly on the wall on an occasion, you mean that you would like to hear what will be said or see what will happen while not being noticed

I'd love to be a fly on the wall when those two get home!

Pigs might fly.
humorous saying
said when you think that there is no chance at all of something happening

"I'll have finished it by tomorrow." "And pigs might fly!"
sparks fly
If sparks fly between two or more people, they argue angrily

When they get together in a meeting the sparks really fly.

Fly *by the seat of one's pants
Fig. by sheer luck and use of intuition. (*Typically: fly ~; make it ~.) I got through school by the seat of my pants. Pilots who are in fog and using only instruments are flying by the seat of their pants.
See also: pant, seat
[run around/rush around etc.] like a blue-arsed fly  (British & Australian informal)

to move around quickly trying to finish your work when you are very busy I've been running around like a blue-arsed fly trying to get everything organized before I go on holiday.
See also: around, fly, like, run
fly blind
to try to do something new without any help or instructions (usually in continuous tenses) We've never dealt with Eastern Europe before, so we're flying blind.
See also: blind, fly
